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“I am proud to have 
attended Mission 

College. It provided me 
with the educational 

foundation I needed in 
Child Development. In 

addition, I was able to build 
professional relationships 

and partnerships. These 
relationships have given me 

access to advance drastically 
in my career. The success 

that I have today is based 
on the strong leadership and 
support that Mission offers its 

students.”

“After a mid-life career 
change, and no formal 
qualifications, I enrolled 
at Mission College to 
take a single class in child 
development. I became so 
inspired by the knowledgeable 
and supportive child 
development faculty, and their 
belief in my abilities that I 
enrolled in more classes and 
ultimately completed my A.S. 
degree.  This gave me the 
confidence to continue my 
education and attain a B.A. 
I learned through Mission 
that education really does 
open doors and now, highly 
qualified and successful in my 
field, I have a career path to 
look forward to.”

- Pedro Sousa  
Mission Graduate and  
SJSU Transfer student

–  Lorraine Farquharson
Preschool Teacher, Family 
Child Education. Santa Clara 
Unified School District

Receive a real world experience at Mission  
College. The child development program  
provides the tools and support to succeed in the 
work force after graduation. 

Certificates and Degrees
Associate Teacher Certificate

 21.5 units Certificate of Achievement

Master Teacher Certificate
35.5 units Certificate of Achievement

Early Intervention Assistant  
(working with children with Special Needs)
25-27 units Certificate of Achievement

Associate of Science in Early Childhood Education
60+ unit Degree

Courses within the Child Development Department 
suggested core course sequence plus Mission  

College GE requirements.

Associate in Science (AS-T) for Transfer  
Early Childhood Education

60+ unit Degree for Transfer
Courses within the Child Development Department 

suggested core course sequence plus Mission  
College GE requirements.

 

A complete schedule is at
schedule.missioncollege.edu

Contact Information:
Department Chair: Dr. MyTra Nguyen Vu

Mytra.Nguyen-Vu@missioncollege.edu
408-855-5396

missioncollege.edu/depts/child



For 40 years Mission College has been Silicon  
Valley’s community college located in the City 
of Santa Clara, across from Great America. We 
offer 44 degrees, and 40 certificates. Many of 
our students use their two-year degrees to transfer 
to four-year schools. We also offer certificate and 
vocational programs to get you into the work 
place fast. We offer an intimate educational 
experience. The highly diverse and active 
student body makes for an energetic and vibrant 
community.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES  SILICON VALLEY’S  
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

PROGRAM INFORMATION

COURSES OFFERED

The Child Development Program is an academic 
and vocational training program that prepares 
students for future work as early childhood 
educators in diverse early childhood settings. 
The program is designed to complete a degree 
within 2 years and certificates can be completed 
in 1-4 semesters. Core courses provide skills and 
requirements for immediate employment in a 
licensed child care center. Students work closely 
with faculty and a practicum is offered in the Child 
Development Center Lab School as a capstone 
course. 

• Child Growth and
  Development 
• Child, Family, and
  Community 
• Child Health, Safety
  and Nutrition 
• Principles and Practices
  in Education 
• Introduction to 
  Curriculum 
• Observation and 
  Assessment of Children 
• Practicum 
• Teaching in a Diverse
  Society 

The Associate in Science, Associate in Science 
for Transfer (AS-T), and certificate programs in 
Child Development at Mission College prepare 
the student for a career in early childhood 
education, child development, or teaching.  
Teaching positions can include a teacher aide 
for children at the infant-toddler, or early 
childhood stages. The Child Development 
Program is an academic and vocational training 
program that prepares students for future work 
as early childhood educators in diverse early 
childhood settings. 

Courses and certificates meet entry level 
educational requirements in early childhood 
programs per California licensing policies. 
Students planning to transfer to a four 
year college or university and wishing to 
pursue careers in human development, child 
psychology, social work, and secondary 
education should see a counselor to develop an 
education plan for further requirements.

• Director of Child Development Programs
• Early Childhood Teacher
• Early Childhood Aide
• Family Day Care Provider
• Infant-Toddler Child Care Provider
• School Age Child Care Provider
• Preschool and Day Care Administrator
• Parent Educator CHILD DEVELOPMENT  

CENTER LAB
Our program also includes the Child Development 
Instructional Lab. This is a state of the art, six 
classroom facility whose primary function is to serve 
Child Development students in their coursework. 
Mission College Lab School has the only infant 
toddler lab program on a college campus in Santa 
Clara County. Childrens’ classrooms are staffed 
with highly qualified teachers who mentor the 
college students as they complete their courses. 
Students conduct observations, curriculum 
implementation and eventually student teach 
working directly with the children in the center. 

Mission College CHD is a Curriculum Alignment Project (CAP) 
aligned college.

Mission is a participant in the Child Development Training  
Consortium which provides stipends to CHD student working 
in the field.


